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Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall. 

Dukinfield. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Dukinfield, 

Mr,  Mayor,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1947. 

This  year  has  shown  a considerable  advance  in  dealing  with  the 
overcrowding  in  the  Borough,  though  adequate  housing  still  remains 
one  of  the  major  problems  for  the  future.  41  new  Corporation  houses 
were  tenanted  during  the  year. 

A personal  impression  is  that  the  overcrowding  in  some  cases  has 
been  accentuated  by  marrried  members  of  families  resident  in  the 
Borough  returning  to  live  with  their  relations.  This  has,  of  course, 
exaggeratad  the  housing  situation. 

Infectious  diseases  during  the  year  show  no  marked  increase  except 
as  regards  measles  and  whooping  cough.  In  the  latter  case,  the  notifi- 
cations were  three  times  as  great  as  in  the  previous  year.  There  were 
only  four  cases  of  diphtheria. 

This  year  saw  the  largest  recorded  epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis  in 
the  country,  butthe  Borough  was  fortunate  in  only  having  three  cases. 

The  one  remaining  problem  is  that  of  tuberculosis.  We  have  in  our 
records  a total  of  one  hundred  and  twentysix  people  resident  and 
suffering  from  this  disease.  This  is  just  over  of  the  population 

(reckoning  the  Borough’s  population  as  18.510).  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
many  of  these  people  have  been  treated  and  are  well  on  the  road  to  re- 
covery, there  are  some  [)atients  who  have  been  considered  to  be 
incapable  of  benefiting  from  any  further  sanatorium  treatment.  The 
tragedy  is  r-hat  these  are  infectious  cases  and  therefore  a potential 
threat  to  those  with  whom  they  live.  Unfortunately  the  shortage  of 
of  sanatorium  accommodation  is  such  that  a large  proportion  of  these 
cases  wall  be  discharged  in  future  in  order  to  make  rooni  for  those  whom 
the  sanatoria  will  be  able  to  cure. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I leave  my  temporary  office  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  the  Borough.  I have  had  many  pleasant  associations  in 
the  work  with  the  Ohairinan  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee, 

The  essential  factor  in  the  administration  of  the  health  of  the 
Borough  has  been  the  loyalty,  efficiency  and  co-operation  of  the  officials 
of  the  Health  Department  ; their  help  has  been  invaluable  to  me. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  LUCAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Extract  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Deaths. 


M. 

P. 

Total 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate — 

118 

•12-31 

no 

228 

Births. 

No.  of  Live  Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

• • • 

188 

159 

347 

Illegitimate 

15 

5 

20 

Total 

203 

164 

867 

No.  of  Still  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

• * • 

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

6 

— 19'82. 

8 

9 

infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

M. 

F, 

Total 

Legitimate 

• • • 

8 

8 

16 

Illegitimate 

. . . 

Nil 

1 

1 

Total 

8 

9 

17 

Infantile  Mortality  rate — 46’3. 


Population. 

1981  Census  ...  ...  ...  ...  19,811 

1947  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  ...  18,610 
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infectious  Diseases. 


DISEASE 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

iScariet  Fever  and  Scarletina 
Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Whooping  Cough  ... 

Measles 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Acute  Encephalitis... 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 
Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


No.  of 
Cases 
notified 

No.  of  cases 
Admitted 
to  I.D.  hos. 

No.  of 
Deaths 

4 

4 

— 

3 

— 

— 

5 

4 

— 

18 

— 

14 

102 

5 

1 

164 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

— 

7 

8 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis^ 

Pulmonary — 

No.  of  new  cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  deaths  (old  and  new  cases)  ...  ...  7 


N on  - P u 1 m o 11  a r y — 

No.  of  new  cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  3"’' 

No.  of  deaths  (old  and  new  cases)  ...  ...  2'’' 

* N.B. — Included  in  these  totals  is  one  case  of 

tubercular  meningitis. 
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Infectious  Diseases—Classifioation 


Agb 

Diphtheria 

GQ 

0) 

• pH 

U) 

w 

Sc.  Fever/Scarletina 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Pneumonia(all  forms) 

Pulmonary  T,B 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B. 

T 0 T A L 

Under  1 yr. 

20 

5 

1 

[ 

26 

Age  1 year 

12 

10 

1 

2 

25 

Age  2 years 

18 

19 

1 

2 

40 

Age  3 years 

1 

15 

29 

1 

46 

Age  4 years 

1 

2 

13 

39 

1 

2 

58 

5-9  years 

1 

2 

21 

42 

2 

1 

69 

10-14  years 

1 

1 

3 

8 

13 

16-19  years 

1 

4 

5 

20-34  years 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

8 

36-44  years 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

45-64  years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

65  & over 

1 

1 

! 

4 

6 

Total  ... 

4 

3 

6 

L02  ] 

L64 

2 

1 

18 

10 

3 

302 
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List  of  Deaths  oeeurring*  in  and  belonging  to  the 
Boroug’h  of  Dukinfield  durinsc  the  year  1947 


CAUSE 


Males 


Whooping  Cough 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  diseases 
Influenza... 

Measles 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  diseases 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

Heart  Diseases 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)... 
Appendicitis 
Other  digestive  diseases 
Nephritis  ... 

Premature  Birth  ... 

Congenital  malformations 
Violent  causes 
All  other  causes  ... 


1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

24 

11 

26 

8 

12 

11 

3 

1 


4 
1 

5 
1 

6 

118 


Females 


2 

1 

1 

1 


14 

14 

38 

1 

17 

3 
2 

2 

1 

8 

5 

2 

4 

4 

110 
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Milk  Samples 


Samples  of  milk  for  analysis  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  Department  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  from 
whom  the  following  report  has  been  obtained  : 

25  samples  were  taken  from  the  “Accredited”  farms  and  a 
“Tuberculin  Tested”  farm  in  Dukinfield,  22  samples  were 
satisfactory  and  B were  unsatisfactory. 


Water  Supply 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  Borough  water  supply  during 
1947  were  satisfactory. 


Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Piped  Supplies 


Type  of  Water 

Samples 

taken 

Kesults 

Filtered  water  taken  directly 
after  filtration 

14 

Quite  Satisfactory 

Filtered  water-tap  samples 
taken  at  various  points  in 

IB 

Quite  Satisfactory 

the  Borough 

EfOiW  ...  *•*  ••• 

None 

PLUMBO  SOLVENCY— Calcium  Carbonate  added  before 

filtration.  So  samples  taken. 

No  form  of  contamination  has  presented  itself. 

POPULATION  SUPPLIED  from  public  water  mains  ; 

(a,'  Direct  to  bouses  ...  19,200  (estimated) 

(b)  By  means  of  standpipes — Sone. 
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Chemical  Samples 


Sample  No. 

Sample  No. 

Source  (filtrate  main  tap  sample) 

Brushes 

Swineshaw 

Rate  ...  ...  ... 

21-1-47 

30-7-47 

pH  value  ...  ...  ... 

6.7 

9-50 

Colour  in  2 ft.  glass  tube-mm  Hazen  sol. 

6 

17 

Turbidity— Silica  Standard— ppm 

— ■ 

— 

Odour 

- — ■ 

— 

t G •••  ••• 

— 

— 

Grains  per  Imp.  Gallon 

Total  solids  dried  at  110°C 

— 

— 

Suspended  solids  dried  at  110^0 

— 

- — 

Free  Acidity  as  CO2... 

0-22 

Nil 

Total  Alkalinity  as  CaCOg 

Hardness  by  Soap  test 

0-73 

106 

Carbonate  Hardness 

0-7 

1.1 

Non -Carbon  ate  Hardness 

2-8 

2-7 

Total 

85 

3-8 

Combined  Chlorine  (CLg) 

0-75 

0-75 

Nitrates- - Nitric  Nitrogen  as  N^ 

0-021 

0-042 

Nitrites — Nitrous  Nitrogen  as  N.. 

00004 

0-0003 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  as  NHg 

0-(?146 

0 0065 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  as  NHg 

0 0067 

0 0091 

Oxygen  absorbed  Test  4 hours  at  27°C... 

0-068 

0-028 

Iron  in  solution  as  Fe 

— 

— 

Total  iron  as  Fe 

— 

— 

Manganese  as  Mn  ... 

0-039 

0-006 

Silica  (Si02) 

0 63 

0-50 

Alumina  (AL^Og)  ... 

0-035 

0029 

Alumina  as  Sulphate  of  Alumina 

0-25 

0-21 

Lead  as  Pb  taken  up  in  24  hours 

0025 

REPORT. — These  samples  are  quite  satisfactory. 
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Maternity  and  ChiJd  Welfare. 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Cheshire  Comity  Council. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

As  is  the  case  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  service, 
venereal  diseases  are  treated  under  arrangements  made  by  the 
Cheshire  County  Council  who  have  a centre  at  Ashton-u-Lyne 
District  Infirmary  for  patients  from  this  area. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


As  in  the  past,  children  under  5 were  referred  to  this  Authority 
by  Cheshire  County  Council  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  for  immunisation  and  107  children  of  this  age  group 
completed  the  course.  The  total  number  of  children  under  5 in 
the  Borough  who  are  protected  is  364,  representing  25%  of  this 
group.  This  figure  is  rather  low  and  will  not  ensure  a complete 
eradication  of  the  disease  in  the  area.  A protection  rate  of  75% 
is  desirable. 

Out  of  an  estimated  population  of  3,818  below  the  age  of  15, 
202  were  immunised,  making  a total  protected  of  1,755,  represent- 
ing 46%  of  this  group. 

There  were  no  deaths  in  the  Borough  during  1947  as  a result 
of  Diphtheria. 


N.  LUCAS, 


Medical  OfScer  of  Health. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 


To  the  Mayor  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Dukinfield, 


Mr.  Mayor,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

As  was  the  case  last  year,  a considerable  number  of  the 
complaints  received  by  this  Department  during  the  year  consisted 
of  general  housing  defects  such  as  leaking  roofs,  perished  plaster 
to  walls  and  decaying  woodwork  to  eaves  gutters,  doors  and  win- 
dow frames. 


It  was  generally  found  that  whilst  landlords  were  usually 
anxious  to  co-operate,  many  could  not  afford  to  carry  out 
extensive  repairs  due  to  the  high  costs  of  labour  and  materials 
and  the  small  margin  allowed  on  the  rents  for  repair  work. 

This  is  particularly  the  case  in  the  old  fashioned  type  of  cottage 
property,  much  of  which  would  have  been  scheduled  for  demoli- 
tion but  for  the  late  war. 


Two  workmen  are  employed  by  the  department ; one  as  a 
drainman  and  the  other  as  rodent  operator. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  BUCKLEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Visits  and  Inspections 


(a)  General  Sanitation. 

Kefuse  Disposal 

Outworkers  

Drainage 

Water  Supply... 

Fried  Fish  Shops 
Bakehouses 

Public  Conveniences  ... 

Factories  and  Workshops 
Cinemas  and  Theatres... 

Rats  and  Mice  ... 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ... 

Dangerous  Buildings  ... 

Farms... 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

(b)  Housing — Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Primary  Visits... 

Re-inspections  .. 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ... 

Housing — Housing  Act,  1986 

Primary  Visits... 

Re-inspections... 

(c)  Meat  and  Food  Inspections. 

Ice-Cream  Premises 
Slaughterhouses,  (visits  to) 
Butchers’  Shops 
Greengrocers’  Shops 
Cowsheds 
Dairies  ... 

Food  preparing  premises 
Grocers’  Shops  ... 

(d)  Infectious  Disease. 

No.  of  Primary  Investigations 
Miscellaneous  Visits 


2 

1 

354 

7 

2 

20 

55 

15 

5 

7 

8 
1 
1 

98—  576 


342 

2,407 

3 


19 

25  2,796 


0 

97 

14 

6 

12 


7 

1 

32 


— 174 


16 

6- 


21 


TOTAL  NFMBER  OF  VISITS  ...  3567 
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Inspeetion  of  Dwelling’-houses  durinir  th©  yeap 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  Housing  defects,  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  864 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this 
purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...2432 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  350 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses;  found  to  bo  in 
a state  so  dangerous  orinjurous  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  19 

Remedy  of  defects  daring  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notice: — 

1.  No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  449 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  . — 

1.  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  o f which 
informal  notices  were  served  requiring  de- 
fects to  be  remedied...  ...  ...  ...  850 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  after  service  of  formal  notice 

1 . Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(b)  ‘ By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

Notices  Served — Public  Health  Act  1986 


Number  of  informal  notices  served  ...  350 

,,  „ ,,  ,,  complied  with.  449 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  23 

„ „ „ ,,  complied  with.  24 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  Etc. 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected-  infectious  disease  73 

„ ,,  disinfested — verminous  premises  116 

Number  of  blocked  water  closets  released...  1505 
„ „ ,,  house  gullies  ,,  ...  1841 

,,  „ house  drains  „ ...  8382 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection 


Milk  Supply 

As  a routine  measure,  sampling  of  the  milk  supplied  by  the 
farms  in  the  Borough  has  been  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 

Farms 

There  are  fifteen  farms  within  the  Borough,  one  producing 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  seven  accredited  milk  and  the  remainder 
non-graded  milk. 


Meat  Inspection 

This  has  been  carried  out  on  a rota  basis  by  the  Meat  Inspectors 
of  the  Boroughs  of  Dukinheld,  Ashton-under-Lyne  and 
Stalybridge,  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  which  is 
situated  within  the  Bjrough,  in  Wharf  Street.  This  Slaughter- 
house serves  our  own  Borough,  and  those  of  Ashton-under-Lyne 
and  vStalybridge.  The  mode  of  inspection  has  proved  to  be  very 
satisfactory  and  I should  like  to  thank  the  inspectors  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Boroughs  and  also  the  officials  at  the  slaughterhouse  for 
their  co-operation  in  this  very  important  branch  of  Public  Health 
work. 


Animals  Inspected. 

Cows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  436 

Heifers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

Bulls  and  Bullocks  ...  ...  ...  445 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  673 

Sheep  and  Lambs  ...  ...  ...  2089 

Pigs  47 


Total  8787 


Meat  and  Offals  Destroy ed~ Summary 
Tubercular — 

Cattle — Carcases  and  part  carcases  1 3,868  lbs. 

Cattle-  Offals,  etc 10,764  lbs.-24,627  lbs 


Non-Tubercular — 

Cattle — Carcases  and  part  carcases 
Cattle — Offals,  etc. 

Pigs — Part  carcase 
Sheep — Offals,  etc. 

Cattle — Frozen  Meat 


60  lbs. 

6,092  lbs, 

15  lbs. 

608  lbs. 

118  lbs. — 5,893  lbs. 


Total  weight  of  meat  destroyed  ...  30,620  lbs. 
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Meat  Inspection— continued 


Meat  and  Offal  destroy ed~ Detail 
Tubercular  Carcases,  Etc. — 

Carcases  and  all  organs  of — 

21  Cows  Generalised  Tuberculosis 

2 Bullocks  „ ,, 

1 Heifer  ,,  ,, 

Part  carcases  of — 

13  cows  Localised  Tuberculosis 

3 bullocks  ,,  „ 

3 heifers  ,, 


9,368  lbs. 
1,152  lbs. 
610  lbs. 


2.253  lbs. 
294  lbs. 
296  lbs. 


GATTLE-Offals,  Etc. 
Heads  and  Tongues 
Pairs  of  Lungs  ... 
Livers 
Diaphragms 
Hearts  ... 

Kidneys  ... 

Spleens  ... 

Udders  ... 
Stomachs 
Intestines 
Mesenteric  fats  ... 


13,868  lbs. 


107—3,795  lbs. 

311—3,222  lbs. 

44—  524  lbs. 

85—  323  lbs. 

17 — 66  lbs. 

1 — 4 lbs. 

59^ — 150  lbs. 

2—  20  lbs. 

62— 1,280  lbs. 

63— 1,240  lbs. 

24—  140  lbs.— 10,764  lbs. 


Total  weight  of  Tubercular  Meat  destroyed 24,627  lbs. 


Non-Tubercular  Carcases,  etc. — 
Part  carcases  of— 


1 calf 
1 bullock 


Oedema 

Bruising 


40  lbs. 
20  lbs. 


1 pig  ...  „ 

15  lbs. 

— 75  lbs, 

GATTLE-Offals,  Etc. 

Livers  ... 

62 — Angioma 

744  lbs. 

Livers  ... 

6 — Ech.  Cysts 

70  „ 

Livers  ... 

264— Cirrhosis 

3148  „ 

Livers  ... 

47 — Abscesses 

668  „ 

Livers  ... 

1 — Necrosis 

12  „ 

Heads  and  Tongues 

4 — Abscesses 

140  „ 

Hearts  ... 

39 — Pericarditis 

156  „ 

Lungs,  pairs  of 

1— Pneumonia 

10  „ 

J}  • • • • • • * ■ • 

3 — Pleurisy 

80  „ 
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Meat  Inspection-continued 

Lungs — pairs  of 

2 — Abscesses 

20  „ 

Diaphragms 

1 — Abscesses 

4 „ 

Kidneys 

4 — Abscesses 

17  „ 

,,  ... 

3 — Nephritis 

12  „ 

Udders... 

3 — Mastitis 

81  „ 

Stomachs 

3 — Abscesses 

60  „ 

Intestines 

1 — Inflammation 

’ 20  „ 

5,092  lbs 

SHEEP-Offah 

?,  Etc. 

Livers  ...  150 — Flukes  600  lbs, 

Plucks  ...  1 — -Flukes  8 lbs. — 608  lbs. 

Frozen  Meat  ...  Bone  Taint  118  lbs. — 118  lbs. 


Total  weight  of  Non -Tubercular  Meat  destroyed  ...  5,893  lbs. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts 

Fowl  Pest  — 

The  outbreaks  of  Fowl  Pest  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
necessitated  the  publication  of  the  relative  orders  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  No  cases  of  this  disease  occurred 
in  the  Borough. 


Swine  Fever — 

A suspecced  outbreak  of  Swine  Fever  occurred  during  the  year 
but  investigation  proved  that  Swine  Fever  did  not  exist  and  the 
premises  were  adequately  and  effectivel_y  disinfected. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease — 

It  was  not  necessary  to  issue  any  licenees  under  the  Foot  and 
Mouth  Disease  Orders  during  the  year  under  review. 

Rodent  Control 

84  houses  and  18  other  premises  were  found  to  be  infested 
during  the  year.  Out  of  a total  of  approximately  120  complaints 
received,  81  houses  and  17  other  premises  were  successfully 
treated.  In  addition  to  complaints  received  at  the  office,  the  rodent 
operator  carries  out  a continuous  house-to-house  survey  of  the 
district. 

A sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  and  156  manholes  were 
baited ; the  number  of  takes  recorded  was  49,  I feel  certain  this 
treatment  helps  to  lessen  surface  infestation. 
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Factories  Act  1937 

During  the  year  under  review,  36  inspections  were  made 
(including  Bakehouses).  The  main  defects  consisted  of  unsuitable, 
defective  or  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation.  In  two  cases, 
general  defects  and  inadequate  W.C.  accommodation  were  found 
but  unfortunately  the  Ministry  of  Works  refused  to  issue  the 
necessary  licences.  On  the  whole,  it  was  found  that  proprietors 
and  owners  were  quite  willing  to  co-operate  aud  remedy  any 
defects  which  were  found  to  exist. 

A.  detailed  list  of  inspections  is  appended.  9 outworkers  were 
employed  in  the  Borough,  all  making  w’earing  apparel. 
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Premises 


Factories  in  which  sections  1,  2,  3, 
4,  and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  local 
authorities  ... 

Factories  not  included  in  above  to 
which  section  7 applies 

(a')  Subject  to  the  Local  Authori- 
ties (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 
Order  1938 

(b)  Others 


Number 

Number  of 

1 on 

Written 

Eegister 

Inspections 

Notices 

6 

— _ 

66 

35 

12 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 


TOTAL... 


12 


No  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Referred 

j'- 

Found 

Remed’d 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

^H.M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable,  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

V 

7 

— 

7 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

. _ 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

2 

1 

— 

1 

TOTAL 

11 

9 

— 

10 

L.  BUCKLEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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